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CBSE 12th English 2010 Unsolved Paper
Del h| Board

TIME - 3HR. QUESTIONS- 13

THE MARKS ARE MENTIONED ON EACH QUESTION

SECTION-A: (READING)

Q. 1. Read the passage given below and answer the questionsthat
follow:

1. Today's woman isahighly, self-directed person, aliveto the sense of her dignity and
the importance of her functionsin the private domestic domain and the public domain
of the World of work. Women are rational in approach, careful in handling situations
and want to do things as best as possible. The Fourth World Conference of Women
held in Beijing in September 1995 had emphasised that no enduring solution of
society's most threatening social, economic and political problems could be found
without the participation and empowerment of the Women. The 1995 World Summit
for Social Development had also emphasised the pivotal role of WWomen in eradicating
poverty and mending the social fabric.

2. The Constitution of India had conferred on WWomen equal rights and opportunities
political, social, educational and of employment-with men. Because of oppressive
traditions, superstitions, exploitation and corruption, most women are not allowed to
enjoy the rights and opportunities, bestowed on them. One of the major reasons for
this state of affairsisthe lack of literacy and awareness among women. Education is
the main instrument through which we can narrow down the prevailing inequality and
accelerate the process of economic and political change in the status of Women.

3. Therole of Women in asociety is very important. Women's education is the key to a
better lifein the future. A recent World Bank study says that educating girlsisnot a
charity, it is good economics and if developing nations are to eradicate poverty, they
must educate the girls. The report says that the economic and social returns on
investment in education of the girls considerably affect the human devel opment index
of the nation. Society would progress only if the status of Women is respected and the
presence of an educated WWoman in the family would ensure education of the family
itself.

Education and empowerment of Women are closely related.
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4. Women's education has not received due care and attention from the planners and

policy makers. The National Commission for Women has rightly pointed out that
even after 50 years of independence, Women continue to be treated as the single
largest group of backward citizens of India. The role of Women in overall
development has not been fully understood nor hasit been given its full weight in the
struggle to eliminate poverty, hunger, injustice and inequality at the national level.
Even when we are at the threshold of the 21't century, our society still discriminates
against women in matters of their right and privileges and prevents them from
participating in the process of national and societal Progress. Various Committees and
Commissions have been constituted before and after the independence to evaluate the
progress in Women's education and to suggest ways and means- to enhance the status
of Women. The female literacy rate has gone up in the 20th century from 0.6 per cent
in 1901 to 39.29 per cent in 1991 but India still possesses the largest number of
illiterate Women in the world. The female literacy index for the year 1991 shows that
there are eight States which fall below the national average. The most populous States
of the country, UP, MR Bihar and Rajasthan fall in the category of most backward
States as far as female literacy is concerned.

5. The prevailing cultural norms of gender behaviour and the perceived

domestic and reproductive rile of Women tend to affect the education of girls.
Negative attitude towards, sending girlsto schools, restrictions on their
mobility, early marriage, Poverty and illiteracy of parents affect the girl's
participation in education.

. Women's politica empowerment got a big boost with the Panchayati Rgj Act of 1993

which gave them 30 per cent reservation in Village Panchayats, Block Samities and
Zila parishads throughout the country. The National Commission for Women was also
set up in 1992 to act as alobby for Women's issues.

. The educational system isthe only institution which can counter act the deep

foundations of inequality of sexesthat are built in the minds of people through the
socialization Process. Education ii the most important instrument of human resource
development. Educational system should be used to revolutionise the traditional
attitudes and inculcate new values of equality

Questions:
(&) (i) Mention any two attributes of a modern woman.

(i) Why arewomen's participation and empower ment consider ed

necessary?

(iii) Which factor s adver sely affect the education of girls?

(iv) What benefits did the Women get with the enactment of the Panchayati Raj

Act of 19937

(v) By what process can be remove the sense of inequality of sexes from the

minds of the people?
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(b) pick out words from the passage which mean the same as each of the
following:

(i) crue and unfair (Para 2)
(if) remove (para 3)
(iii) full of people (para 4)

Q. 2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that
follow:

Despite al the research every one of us catches cold and most of us catch it
frequently. Our failure to control one of the commonest of all ailments sometimes
seems ridiculous. Medical science regularly practises transplant surgery and has rid
whole countries of such killing diseases such as Typhus and the Plague. But the
problem of common cold is unusually difficult and much as yet to be done to solveit.

It is known that cold is caused by one of several viral infections that affect the lining
of the nose and other passages leading to the lungs but the confusing variety of
viruses makes study and remedy very difficult. It was shown in 1960 that many
typical coldsin adults are caused by one or the other of afamily of viruses known as
rhinoviruses, yet there remain many colds for which no virus has as yet been isolated.

There is aso the difficulty that because they are so much smaller than the bacteria
which cause many other infection viruses cannot be seen with ordinary microscopes.
Nor can they be cultivated easily in the bacteriologist's |aboratory, since they only
grow within the living cells of animals or plants. An important recent step forward,
however, istie development of the technique of tissue culture, in which bits of animal
tissue are enabled to go on living and to multiply independently of the body this has
greatly aided virus research and has led to the discovery of many viruses. Their
existence had previously been not only unknown but even unsuspected.

The fact that we can catch cold repeatedly creates another difficulty. Usualy avirus
strikes only once and |eaves the victim immune to further attacks. Still we do not gain
immunity from cold. Why? It may possibly be since while other viruses get into the
blood stream where anti-bodies can oppose them, the viruses causing cold attack cells
only on the surface. Or it may be that immunity from one of the many different
viruses does not guarantee protection from all the others. It seems, therefore, that we
are likely to have to suffer colds for some time yet.

(a) Based on your reading of the above passage make noteson it in pointsonly,
using abbreviations wherever necessary. Also, suggest a suitable
title.

(b) Writea summary of the passage in not more than 80 words using the notes
made.
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SECTION — B (ADVANCED WRITING SKILLS)

Q. 3. You are General Manager of 1vy Software solutions, Agra Cantt, Agra. you
need a softwar e engineer for your organisation. Draft an advertisement in
not mor e than 50 wordsto be published in "The Times of India’ under the
classified columns.

OR

As Sports Secretary of G.D.G. Public School, Pune. Draft a notice in not more
than 50 wordsfor your school notice. Board infor ming the students about the
sale of old sports goods of your school. You are Rohini/Rohit.

Q. 4. You are Sweety/Suresh of L.M. Jain School, Ajmer. As Secretary of your
School Co-Curricular Activities Club, you visited aslum area in your city
wherethe people suffered a great loss of lifeand property in a massive
fire. The students of your school rendered their services and material
help to thevictims. Writeareport in 100-125 wordsfor your school
magazine.

OR

Recently your school held a Seminar on, Conservation of Water asa part of

World Water Day celebrations. Asthe School Pupil Leader of Maryland School,

Gurgaon, writeareport in 100-125 wordsfor alocal daily. Sign as pritam /
Preeti.

Q. 5. You are Sruthi/Shirai staying at R.K. Puram, Secunderabad. Your locality
being away from the main city, the poor bus service adver sely affectsthe
life of residents. Write a letter to the Editor, Deccan Chronicle,
highlighting the problems faced and giving a few possible
solutions.

OR

You areVarsha/Varun, In charge of Excursion Club of B.V.P. Schoal,
Mathura Road, Delhi. Write a letter to the General Manager Northern
Railways, regquesting reservation of a bogie for 80 students from New
Delhi to Chennai and back by G.T. Express.

Q. 6. Presently the prices of essential commodities ar e skyrocketing causing
much hardship to the common man. Write an article in 150-200 wor ds
expressing your views-and suggesting measuresto curb this
problem

OR
Thenumber of women in the police for ce seems insufficient specially when we
see theincreasing involvement of women in terrorist activities. Write an article
in 150-200 wordsfor 'The Hindustan Chronicl€, on the need of having more
women in the policeforce.
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SECTION-C: (TEXT BOOKS)
(Based on New Textbooks)

Q. 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questionsthat
follow:

It would be an exotic moment
without rush without engines,
we would all be together
in a sudden strangeness.
(&) What does 'it’ refer to?
(b) Who isthe poet speaking to?
(c) What would be the moment like?
OR
Aunt Jennifer'stiger prance across a screen
Bright topaz denizens of aworld of green.
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pacein sleek chivalric certainty.
(a) How are aunt Jennifer'stigers described?

(b) Why arethey described as denizens of aworld of green?

(c) Why arethey not afraid of the men?

Q. 8. Answer any two of the following in 30-40 wor ds each:
(&) Why aretheyoung treesdescribed as'sprinting'?
(b) How does the poet describe the class-room walls?

(c) What image does K eats use to describe the beautiful bounty of the earth?

Q. 9. Answer any six of the following in 30-40 wor ds each:
(&) What had the narrator counted on to enter the school, unnoticed?

(b) When Douglasrealised that he was sinking, how did he plan to save
himself?

(c) Why did the servantsthink Gandhi to be another peasant?

(d) " Damn that Geoff, thiswas a Geoff thing not a Jansiething." Why did
Sophie say so0?
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(e) Why did Jo think Roger Skunk was better off with the new smell?

(f) Why did thelandlord's man ask Bama's brother, on which street he lived?
What was the significance?

(g) What isthe moral issuethat the story' should wizard hit Mommy'? Raises?
Q. 10. Answer thefollowing in 125-150 words:
The bangle-maker s of Ferozabad make beautiful bangles and make everyone
happy but they live and diein squalor. Elaborate.
OR

Thestory 'The Rat Trap' focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with
others. Explain.

Q.11. Answer thefollowing in 125-150 wor ds:
When did the Tiger King He had received thirty known as Payment for the milk
stand in danger of losing hiskingdom? How was he ableto avert the danger?

OR

How did the question Paper and correction sip help the prisoner and the
Governor?

SECTION-D: (NOVELS)
(Long Reading Text)

Attempt any question either Q. No. 12 or Q. No. 13.
Q.12. Answer the following questionsin 125-150 wor ds.
() Writethe Character as Destiny in SilasMarner.
(i)  What istheimportance of Silasreturningto Lantern Yard?
OR
Q. 13. Answer thefollowing questionsin 125-150 wor ds.
(i) Give an account of the panic and confusion that prevailed in | ping when the

Invisible Man lost histemper.

(i) Describe an encounter between Marvel and the elderly mariner.
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