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CBSE 12th English 2009 Unsolved Paper

D€l h| Board

TIME - 3HR. QUESTIONS- 13

THE MARKS ARE MENTIONED ON EACH QUESTION

SECTION-A: (READING)

Q. 1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that
follow:

1. Therole of friends play in our lives has become significantly greater
than at any other time in our history. Today many of uslive and
work great distances from where we were born or grew up and are
separated from our original families. The pain we feel when we are
away from our families can be significant.

2. The happiness of the individual relies on friendships which form a
necessary human connection. It is perfectly normal to need and want
friends and depression is more prevalent among those who lack
friends. They lack the intimacy and richness friends can bring into
our lives. Frequently trends reflect similar valuesto us. Y et these
values are often different from the ones we grew up with; they are
the values we created for ourselves in our adult lives.

3. Communication skills are fundamental in al friendships. The more
friends and acquaintances one has, the greater are one's
communication skills. Some call these, people skills.

4. Like watering a plant, we grow our friendships by nurturing them.
Friendships need the same attention as other relationshipsiif they
are to continue. These relationships can be delightfully non-
judgemental, supportive, understanding and fun.

5. Sometimes a friendship can bring out the positive side that you
never show in any other relationship. This may be because the
pressure of playing a'role' (daughter; partner or child) is removed.
With afriend, you are to be yourself and free to change. Of course,
you arefreeto do thisin al other relationships aswell but in
friendships you get to have lots of rehearsals and discussion about
changes as you experience them. It is an unconditional experience

where you receive as much as you give. You can explain yourself to
afriend openly without the fear of hurting afamily member. How do
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friendships grow? The answer is simple. By revealing yourself; being
attentive; remembering what is most important to your friend and
asking them about it; putting yourself in their position: showing
sympathy: seeing the world through the eyes of your friend, you will
understand the value of friendship. All this means learning to accept
aPerson from a completely different family to your own or perhaps
someone from a completely different cultural background. Thisisthe
way we |learn tolerance. In turn we gain tolerance and acceptance for
our own differences.

6. Friendships are made by being considerate which means al the
communication skills comeinto play: active listening skills,
guestioning skills, negotiation skills, reflecting content skills,
reflecting emotion skills, and editing yourself.

7. Friendships offer a great opportunity to learn about yourself because
afriend can reflect to you 'how you come across in the world'. They
also allow you to practice skillsin dealing with ‘personal boundaries
by looking after yourself as well as your friend. They help you

develop resiliencein relation to the wider social world beyond your
family.

Questions:

(&) (i) Why do friends play a more significant role today than ever
before?

(i) Why isfriendship considered an essential human need?
(iii) How isfriendship different from other relationships?
(iv) Mention two essential human valuesthat help friendship to grow.

(v) Which communication skills help in building friendship?

(b) Pick out one words from the passage which meansthe same as each of the
following:
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Q. 2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that
follow:

Effective speaking depends on effective listening. It takes energy to concentrate on
hearing and concentrate on understanding what has been heard. Incompetent listeners
fail in severa ways. First, they may drift. Their attention drifts from what the speaker
IS saying. Second, they may counter. They find counter arguments to whatever a
speaker may be saying. Third, they compete. Then they filter. The exclude from their
understanding those parts of the message which do not readily fit with their own
frame of reference. Finally, they, react. They let personal feelings about speaker or
subject override the significance of the message which is being sent.

What can alistener do to be more effective? Thefirst key of effective listening isthe
art of concentration. If alistener positively wishes to concentrate on receiving a
message his chances of success are high. It may need determination. Some speakers
are difficult to follow either because of voice problems, or because of the form in
which they send amessage. There is then particular need for the determination of a
listener to concentrate on what is being said.

Concentration is helped by aertness. Mental alertnessin helped by physical aertness.
It isnot simply physical fitness, but also positioning of the body, the limbs and the
head. Some people aso find it helpful to their concentration if they hold the head
slightly to one side. One, useful way for achieving this is intensive note-taking, by
trying to capture the critical headings and sub-headings the speaker is referring to.

Note-taking has been recommended as an aid to the listener. It also hel ps the speaker.
It gives him confidence when he sees that listeners are sufficiently interested to take
notes; the patterns of eye-contact when the note-taker looks up can be very positive;
and the speaker'stiming is aided he can see when a note-taker is writing hard and can
then make effective use of pauses.

Posture too is important. Consider the impact made by aless competent listener who
pushes his chair backwards and slouches. An up-right posture helps alistener's
concentration. At the sametime, it is seen by the speakers to be a positive feature
amongst his listeners. Effective listening skills have an impact on both the listener and
the speaker.

(a) Based on your reading of the above passage, make noteson it using
headings and sub-headings. Use recognizable abbr eviations

wherever necessary.

(b) Writeasummary of the passagein not morethan 80 wordsusing the
notes made and suggest a suitabletitle.
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SECTION-B: (ADVANCED WRITING KILLS)

Q. 3. Samta Public School in Delhi requires cricket and hockey coaches. Dr aft
a suitable advertisement in not more than 50 wordsfor the Situations
Vacant column of the 'Daily Herald', stating your requirementsregarding
age, qualification, experience etc. You are Principal of the
School.

OR

AsLibrarian of Crescent International School, Gwalior, draft a noticein
not mor e than 50 wor ds asking all students and teachersto return the
library booksthey have borrowed, two days before the commencement of
the examination.

Q.4.You areNaren, aclass XI student of Preet Public School, Chennai. You
attended a weeklong training programme organized by The Debating
Society, Chennai to develop debating skills. Mentioning the number of
participants, speakersand the skillstaught such a listening,
concentration, effective speaking etc., writeareport in 100-125 words for
your school magazine.

OR

Write a factual description of the new library cum reading room in your school
for the primary class studentsin 100-125 words. I nclude details of the layout,
display facility, seating arrangement etc.

Q. 5. SAF Public School, Chandigarh isplanning to take a group of 40 senior
studentsto Shimla on an excursion during the summer vacation Mr.
Mohan Das, theteacher in charge of '"Excursionsand Field Trips writesa
letter to JJ Tours & Travels, Chandigar h asking them to organize the tour.
Write a letter giving details of preference such asdates of Journey,
transport, accommodation etc.

OR

You are Navneet of 65, P.H. Road, Mangalore. Recently you bought a mobile
phone from 'The Phone Point'.83, Mount Road, Mangalore. The phone-
instrument developed a problem within-a- month of purchase. Write a letter to
thedealer giving details of the nature of the problem and asking him/her to
rectify the defect or replacethe set.
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Q. 6. Teenager iscommonly perceived asthe most joyful period of an
individual'slife. Vidya who represents the teenager s of today feelsthat
the pressure of the competitive world they livein has made teen years
less exciting and expresses her ideasin an article entitled, 'On Being a
Teenager' for the'Youth Times'. Writethearticlein 150-200
words.

OR

Every activity that man indulgesin creates waste of some kind. Some of the
waste can berecycled or reused. In fact, the need of the hour isto conserver the
earth'sresourcesin all possible ways. Write an article on the topic
‘Conservation, Need of theHour' in 150-200 words. You are Brinda, a keen

environmentalist.

SECTION-C: (TEXT-BOOKS)
(Based on New Textbooks)

Q 7. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that
follow:

Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing
A flowery band to bind usto the earth,
Spite of despondence, of theinhuman dearth
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,
Of all the unhealthy and o'er-darkened ways
Made for our searching:

() What aretheflowery bandsthat bind usto the earth?

(i)  What message do the above lines convey?

Q. 8. Answer any tuto of the following in 30-40 wor ds each:
() what werethe poet'sfedlings at theairport? How did she hide them?

(i) Who wasthe owner of Ramgo iron mills? Why did he visit the mills at
nights?
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Q. 9. Answer any six of thefollowing questionsin about 30-40 words
each:

(a) What was the mood in the classroom when M. Hamel gave hislast French
lesson?

(b) What doesthe writer mean when she says, 'sahib isno longer hisown
master’?

(c) Why did Gandhi agreeto the planters offer of a 25% refund to the farmers?
(d) How did Douglasfinally get rid of the fear he had of water ?

(e) How did the tiger king acquire his name?

(f) What cluesdid the answer sheet of Evans provideto the Governor ?

(g) When did Bama first cometo know of the social discrimination faced by the
people of her community.

Q.10. Answer the following in 100-125 wor ds:

Describe how the story 'The Rattrap' showsthat basic human goodness
can be brought out by under standing and love.

OR
Contrast Sophie'sreal world with her fantasies.
Q.11. Answer thefollowing in 100 words:

How did Dr. Sadao rise above narrow prejudices of race and country to
help a human being in need?

OR

Why did Jo disapprove of Jack's ending of the story of Roger Skunk? How did
shewant it to end?
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SECTION-D: (NOVEL)
(Long Reading Text)

Attempt any Question either Q.N0.12 or Q. No. 13.
Q. 12. Answer thefollowing questionsin 125-150 wor ds:
(a) What wasthe I nter dependence of Faith and Community?

(b) Writethe featur e of Domesticity in context of SilasMarner.

Q. 13. Answer thefollowing questionsin 125-150 wor ds.
(a) Writeshort noteon Dr. Cuss.

(b) Describethe burglary at vicar's house.
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